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value the role of wildlife resources in our
lives. This tradition of nature education will
continue to teach our children how to be life-
long stewards of the environment and help
to build the knowledge and understanding
essential to the protection of nature’s abun-
dant gifts.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 20 through
April 26, 1997, as National Wildlife Week.
I ask all Americans to find ways to promote
the conservation and protection of our wild-
life and wild places.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this nineteenth day of April, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:59 a.m., April 22, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 23.

Proclamation 6994—National Park
Week, 1997
April 19, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
One hundred and twenty-five years ago,

America made a momentous decision: to set
aside and protect in perpetuity an extraor-
dinary part of our young Nation. With the
signing of the Yellowstone National Park Act
on March 1, 1872, President Ulysses S. Grant
created the world’s first national park, and
the succeeding years have proved beyond all
doubt the wisdom and foresight of that deci-
sion. Known throughout the world for its
beauty and the natural wonders that lie with-
in its boundaries, Yellowstone has inspired
the creation of a multitude of other national
parks, both here and in other countries, pre-

serving for future generations the rich natu-
ral and cultural legacy of our world.

Today, our 374 national parks protect
America’s unparalleled wonders and the his-
tory of those who have helped shape our
land. Our national parks preserve both where
we live and who we are. In America’s national
parks, we see Americans through their expe-
riences—war and peace, tragedy and tri-
umph, struggle and liberty. Our national park
sites invite us not only to marvel at the grand
geography of Yellowstone or the Great
Smokies, but also to explore the innovative
genius of Thomas Edison at the Edison Na-
tional Historic Site in New Jersey, to visit
the remains of an ancient civilization at Mesa
Verde in Colorado, or to walk the hallways
of the Kansas school where the struggle for
civil rights ultimately led to the landmark
Brown v. Board of Education Supreme Court
decision.

In addition to the parks themselves, the
national park spirit thrives in thousands of
communities across the country where the
National Park Service provides support and
technical advice to create close-to-home rec-
reational opportunities and to honor local
history through programs such as Rivers,
Trails, and Conservation Assistance, the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places, and Na-
tional Historic Landmarks. The National
Park Service, in partnership with organiza-
tions and individuals dedicated to conserva-
tion and historic preservation, is ensuring
that our national parks touch the lives of as
many people as possible, while sparking an
interest among our Nation’s children in ar-
chaeology, ethnography, history, historic
landscapes, and historic structures.

Indeed, the national parks remain a mag-
net for the American public. Every year mil-
lions of visitors flock to them—270 million
in 1996. Surveying our history and heritage,
our national parks let us reach out and touch
the past.

As we observe this week, let us remember
with gratitude all those who are and have
been entrusted with the stewardship of these
treasured places. As the parks and the man-
date of the National Park Service have
evolved, the demands on those who manage
these resources have become more complex
and the skills required of the National Park
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Service work force have become more so-
phisticated. These men and women are the
guardians of our cultural and natural treas-
ures, and, on behalf of all Americans, I ex-
press my deepest thanks.

This year, National Park Week celebrates
the strength of our unique and diverse sys-
tem of national parks, and I urge all Ameri-
cans to share in the wonderful experiences
these places offer all of us.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 21 through
April 27, 1997, as National Park Week.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this nineteenth day of April, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11 a.m., April 22, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 23.

Remarks to the United Auto Workers
April 20, 1997

The President. Thank you.
Audience member. We love you, man!
The President. Thank you. I love you, too.

And I appreciate you.
President Yokich, Secretary Treasurer

Wyse, to the officers and the ladies and gen-
tlemen of the United Auto Workers. I came
here, more than anything else, to say two
things. Number one, thank you very much
for helping me and the Vice President be-
come the first Democratic ticket to be re-
elected in 60 years. Thank you very much.
[Applause] Thank you. The second thing I
came here to say is that if we do the right
things, we can build that bridge to the 21st
century together.

You know, we’ve had a lot of monumental
fights in Washington in the last 4 years.
That’s not all bad, and it was to be expected.
You have lived through, in the last few years,

the biggest economic change to occur in the
United States and in the world since the
global Depression of the 1920’s and the
1930’s. And this one, thank goodness, has not
led to global depression, but you know how
much things are changing.

And when I became President, there were
a lot of assumptions here in Washington that
had come to dominate our country’s thinking
and politics, during the years when the Presi-
dents of the other party dominated the White
House. People believed that you could talk
about the deficit, but you didn’t really have
to do anything about it, that if there was any-
thing done to help labor it was, by definition,
bad for business. People believed that Gov-
ernment was always the enemy. And they be-
lieved that the only kind of tax cuts that were
any good were ones that cut taxes on the very
wealthiest Americans because they would
somehow benefit everyone else by trickling
down.

I came here believing we could balance
the budget in a way that was fair to all Ameri-
cans, get interest rates down, and help grow
the economy, which would help people who
have capital and invest it, but it would also
help to lower car payments and home mort-
gages and college loan payments and make
this country strong in the world again. I came
here believing that the only long-term way
to strengthen the American economy was to
build the middle class, and that meant we
had to be pro-worker and pro-business and
we could do both.

I came here believing that in a country
that now has only about 4 percent of the
world’s population, if we want to continue
to enjoy about 20 percent of the world’s
wealth, we’re going to have to get some other
people to buy our goods but we could only
have free trade if it was also fair trade. And
we have 200 separate trade agreements to
show for our efforts in that in the last 4 years.
All of these things you helped to make pos-
sible.

And if you think about the debates going
on in Washington today—if you think about
the fights we had in ’95 and ’96, which the
American people were heard loud and clear
on—they said, ‘‘We don’t believe the Gov-
ernment is always the enemy.’’ They said,
‘‘We do think we have a responsibility to pro-
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